R MERRY WIDOW
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FROYVES CAPTIVATIRG

Wins Instant Approval in Ameri-
can Debut at the New Am-
sterdam T heatre.

REPEATS FOREIGN SUCCESS

Mizs Ethel Jacikson Plays the Widow
with Spirit — Famous Waltz
Charms Large Audience.

THE MERRY WIDOW—A Yiennese opereita
in three acis. LHiusic by Franz Lebar. Booh

e n e il Al R e mmn i s m—

by Victor Lern and I.eo Ntein., English
ixrics by Adrian Ross. The New Amsterdam
Thenire. i
Popolf, Marsovian Embassador...R. E. Graham -
Natale., his wife. . ... . ..... ... ... liais  ISw il
Y’rince Darnilo. Embassy Attache..Donald Brian
Sonia, a young widow. ... ... ... _. the! Jackson !
‘Caynille de Jolidon......._.. William . Weedon
Marquis Cascada...,......... Walter ¢7, Wilson
Raoul de $t. Brioche.......... Charles Medking
Khadia....ooo e riarny Jivde
3§aéit&'1; his wife.......... Margaret Dailryimiie
Nova Kovich of the Embassy...F. .. MeCartiy
Olga, bis wife.............. .. Frances Cameceron
-Nish. messenger of the ITmabassv, ... Fred Frear
P;'askovia ......................... Bianche Rice
Little Willie. .. ... .....0oeu...... Harry Aeyers
An Engiishman....... .. ...0..... Baloh Whiting .
Head Walter ... . i, Gerald Tane .
Orchestra Leader at Muxim'e, ... Nicholas Szabo
0-Zi0. ttvse est e e e Franeses Cameron
v“FJ.-..-...-.. ------------------- E"\'& Benn‘:tt

It was nearly 10:%0 o'clock last night
when the strains of the celebrated ** Mer-
TY Widow ' waliz floated over the fooi-
lights of the New Amsterdam Theatre.
but it was not necessary to wait undil
then to know that this opereiia wus 10
become as popular in America as it has
been in Europe since it was produced in
Vienna in January. 1903.

The theatre was packed and all the avail-
able standing room was taken. It was one
©of the most briliiant audiences which has
attended a New York first nizht in recent
Years. For the ‘ume of this * widow
had preceded her, 2and very many persons
in the audience hud seen her in Europe
and wished to know if she had lost any of
her gayety in crossing the ocean. It
should be stated at once ihat she had not,
nor any of her melody either, as the au-

dience quickly realized. The applause was ;

almost terrifying in iis intensity at times,
and there were as many shouts of

“ Bravo!” as at a performance of * Pag- |

liacel ” when Caruso sings.

very provincial eapital in Europe has
Sean this operetta, which has just been
introduced to us in the English version
prodiced in London by George Edwardes
at Daly's Thealre last Summer. The
English version is practically a transla-
tion of the original libretto, with perhaps
a few of the suggestive lines and situn-
tions accepied in Munrich or Vienna' elimi-
nated. It is the storv of a Alarsovian
widow’s attraction for a Marsovian
Prince. and the ccenes are iaid in Paris,
commencing demurely enough in the
Marsovian Embassy and ending in Mex-
im’s, and the Maxim’'s on view ar the
New Amsterdam will disappoint nobody,
because it is more exciting than the real
AMaxim’s.,

But it is on its music that ‘* The Merry
IWidow " depends for its chief success, and
which carries it into a class which com-
Dels one to remember ** Fledermaus '™ and

“‘La Grande Duchesse ™" to find anything
to compare it with. There is the charm-
ing waltz, the ‘‘bal sirenen.” which ev-
erybody has talked about and which ev-
ervbody will whistle and sing for the next
few months. And it will be plaved in all
restaurants and at all balls as it is n
Xurope. Then there are the Maxim’s song,

the song of the Cavalier, °** Vilia,”” ** A

Dutiful Wiife,”” and an amusing comic
ditty called, "* The Women.”” Everything
wvas encored last evening and pretty near-
1y everytihing deserved 1o be. It is all
very jolly and amusing and charming,
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and the greatest kind of a relief from.

the Amnerican miusical comedy.

Mr. Savage has provided a magnificent

scenic and sartorial environment for the
piece. The gowns in the first act were

smart, in the second picturesque, and in

the third dazzling. 1In fact. the scene in
Maxip’s was alinost too exhilarating in
its color scheme and gayety. When Eva

Bennett entered. Kicked a waliter's trayv

out of his hand and proceeded to Kick

all sorts of imaginary objects in the air'
there was nobody present who was un--

happr. .

Ethel Jack=on was assigneri to the title
role. It was natural that she should hbe
nervous at a performance of so much im-

rortance, and it is certain that she will"
play the part very rnituch better to-night.

Lilly Elsie. who plaved Sonia in I.ondon.
was a demure widow, and thal Sonia nev-

er was., Miss Jackson plays along truer

lines. She comprehends the verve and
joy of the nart., as well as 1= snducti\'?-
ness, She makes the waltz tlie dramatic

moment in the action, as it should be. but

£

sha was always * the Merrv Widow.”
Donald Brian as Prince Danilo perhaps

made the success of the evening. He was

a complete surprise to those who had seen
him in other parts. T.ois Exwwell was a
verv blonde Nathalie, R. E. Graham was

an amusing Popofi, and Fred Frear a:

capital Nish. Eva Bennett and her last-
aci dance have aiready been mentioned.

The orchestra. under_ the_ direction of
Louis F. Gottschalk, played with spirit.’
and 2 harp in the score provided a sur-

prise for musical comedy goers,
Altogether it is very likely that “\The
Merry Widow ™7 will remain on Forty

ong Street for a very long time, and if

isec-

Mr. Savage is serious in his announced .

intention to open another thegtre in New
York with another company in the same

plece he must be considered a wise man.
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