THE PINK LADY'
GAY AND AMUSING

Its Fun Is Developed Logically
Cut of Iis Situations and
So ‘Are Its Songs.

Breezy Svying—-Somé of Cast Very
Good, and the Staging Masterly.

acts: book and lyries by ¢. M. S. McLellan;

i'I'HE PINK LADY, a musical comedy in three
: music by lvan Caryll New Amsierdam

- Theatre.
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When Messrs, Georges Berr and Marcel
Guillemaud evolved *‘“‘Le Satyr' they

‘wrote a farce which amused Paris for
‘some little time, but it is not likely that
their efforts met with more really de-
'served laughter and applause than C. M.
'S. McLellan’s adaptation of that farce,
with music by Ivan Caryll, which was
produced at the New Amsterdam Theatre
last evening under the name of ‘ The
Pink Lady.”” At last it can be sald truth-
fully that a farce with music has arrived.

“The Pink Lady” {s not & musical
comedy of either the English or the Amer-
ican brand. Its fun Is developed logically

out of its situations, and so ere its songs.
'In the second act, for instance, not a mu-~

sical number occurs which does not carry
the plot along further, instead of halting
1it, and yet no songs in the plece were
imore persistently applauded than these.
However, the emnsemble *‘ Donny Did,
' Donny Didn’'t,”” which was really an en-
'semble, musically and dramatically, very
‘nearly stopped the action of the piece for
all time, it was so0 enthusiastically re-
ceived by the audlence. _

It seems kinder not to tell the story of
““ The Pink Lady ” for many reasons. In
the first place, there is a story which
could not be outlined in the paragraph
which newspaper space aliots to mausical
comedy plots, and, in the second place,
yvou will enjoy ¢ The Pink Lady ' more if
the surprises of its plot are not revealed |
to_you in advance.

But it should be said that glthough Mr.

McLellan, or his ¥rench predecessors,.
have followed the unity of time by having
all the action take place In one day, that
so much happens during that day that an
ordinary—or for that matter an extraordi-
nary—audience hasn’t time to make.plans,
for the following day while owing the!
play. Undoubtedly the produlgss, Herbert
Gresham and Julian Mitchell, are respon-
sible for a great deal of this dash, for the
stage management was superb, but it
should be stated that Mr. MclLellan has|
gotten .nearer to the real French vaude-|
ville than many dramatic writers who
have made literal translations of the suc-
cess of the Nouveautés and the Palais
Royal. : i

Commencing gayly enough with a scene
in the woods at Compeigne with a real
blonde beauty posed on the steps of a
restaurant we are led in the second act
.to g furniture shop in the Rue St. Honore. |
This, perhaps, does not read like an act
at Maxim’s or IL’Abbaye, but it should
be stated it is the most amusing of the
three. In the third act we are taken.
to the Ball of the Nymphs and Satyrs;
even a person who did not go to the thea-
tre would recognize gayety in that de-
scription. ;

Mr. Caryll’s contribution to the plece.
is not nearly so great as Mr. McLellan’s.
He has written music which has a breezy
swing, and much of it is musicianly; just
as much of it is commonplace but as the
songs all mean gomething in the progress
of the piece, and as Mr. McLellan has
provided them all with very clever lyrics,
and as the principals get the words over
the footlights this does not matter so
much.

Perhaps the most popular song in the
plece, speaking for those who whistle, will
be “The Girl by the Saskatchewan,”
which hag really a ‘" haunting* refrain.
* Beautiful Lady " in the last act has a
waltz, rlayved by a violinist on the stege,
a Paris café violinist in type, which aiso
may prove worthy of attention from fhese
sources, The rest of the music does not
offend, and it often helps In its bustle and
})reeziness. but little more can be said:
or it. ;

Howaver, in spite of this fact, it is prob-
able—and this was certainly the case last'
night—that scarcely 8 number will go by
without several repetitions. This is ow-
ing not only to Mr. McLellan's words and
to the way they are sung biut to the stags
business provided for them by Julian
Mitchell. The finale of the first act, for
instgnce, has been staged In a masterly
fashion, with an amount of bustle and
excitement which would wake up any au-
dience. |

As for “ The Kisg Waltz” In the sec-
ond act in which Claudine teaches Don-
didier how to kiss, the action is so de-
licious that it wouldn't matter if there:
were no music at all. This s repeated
several times afterward with effect.
There should also be a word of praise for
the ensemble *“Donny Did, Donny:
Didn't.” . .

As for the cast, it {3 perhaps anly falr
to first chronicle the successful musical
comedy appearance of Willlam FElliott,
who last season had Mme. X. weeping
over him as her, long-lost-son at every per-
formance. Mr. Elliott has a light comedy
touch which fitted excellently into the
scheme of things. Mr. Mclellan, g5 has
been suggested, has written a play which
calls for players. The music was mostly
written for other parts, but what singing
Mr. Elliott had to do in the ensembles
he managed very well indeed.

In sneagl'ung of the rest of the cast it
is hard to know where to begin or end,
as almost everybody was more or less
a.deguate, and some were very good in-
deed. It iIs doubtful if- Allce Hegemann
has ever-been funnier than she was last
night In the rdle of Mme. Dondidier, the
old furniture dezler's wife. She added
materially to the amusgement of the sec-
ond act, and it would be unfair, and
quite Impossible, to Q@escribe her in the
third. She must be seen.

Frank Lalor as Dondidier was also quite
happily cast. Fred Wright, Jr., did some
very neat dancing in the first act, after
which he pretty much dro?lped out of
sight. Craufurd Kent and John BH. Young
plaved well, and Maurice Xegemann
looked 82 French physiclan to the life.

Miss Hazel Dawn was a ve good
choice for Claudine, the pink lady, and,
after she had sung and danced and done
all other things she wasg called upon to|
do by the book with ease, she played the
violin in the last act better than the
man who preceded her. Miss Alice Dovey
was very nice indeed, d there should
'be two words at the end Tor Alma Fran-
cis, previously referred to as a blonde
beauty, and Ida M. Adams.

THEATRICAL NOTES.

* Baby Mine '* moved back to Daly’s Theatre
last night after several weeksg spent at Nazl-
mova’s Thirty-ninth Street Theatre.

Mrs. Bertha Xunz Baker will glve a serias
"of three interpretive recitals from modern
 poetic drama at the Hotel Astor on the after-
noons of March 21 and 30, and April 6. The
plays will be °** Pelleas and Melisande ' and
* Chantecler,”” and excerpts from the sworks
of other modern poctic dramatists besides Mae-
terlinck and Rostand,

Daniel Frohman wlill vresent & new psycho-
logical drama called ‘“‘ L.ola’ at the Liyvceum
Theatre this afternoon for the benefit of the
- Lenox Hill Housa Settlement. The play is by
Owen Davis, and Laurette Taylor will head
the cast. It wiill be repeated to-morrow after~
noon.

- The Poe Club wlill have & theatre party at
the Hackett ‘Theatre to-nilght, which will be
. followed by an informal dinner at Murray’'s!
restaurant. Alexander Weinstein, President of
the club, will' preslde. Commlissionor of Ac-!
counts Fosdick, Howsrd Rradstreet,” and War- |
ren Eberle, a1} of whom are members of *the!

- club, will-speak, -
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THE _ LYRICS ARE BRIGHT

Much of Mr, Caryli's Music Has a



