HERBERT MUSIC
AGAIN CHARMS

Provides the Distinguishing
Feature of “Sweethearts’ at
the New Amsterdam.

MISS MACDONALD PLEASES

Notably Fine Ensembles Well Sung
by a Chorus Which Provides
Pleasure for Both Eye and Ear.

With the present inclination on the
part of theatrical producers for wash-
ing linen in public, it is not surprising,
perhaps, to find a fully equipped French
laundry providing the first scene of the
latest operetta. But in justice to the
show-white quallty of Mr. Victor Her-
bert's * Sweethearts '’ let it be added
guickly that there isn’t the suggestion
of a smudge on either its lines eor its
linen.

What one regrets most in these days
of small flats and contracted laundry
space is the fact that the week's wash
must be sent to the steam laundry
around the corner, instead of being in-
trusted to the tender mniercies of such
charming ladies of the soap suds as of-
ficiate on the various items—no need
to mention them-—intrusted to Mother
Goose’s establishment.

Which brings us to the fact that the
- programme of °‘ Sweethearts,” in Iits
clarity and conciseness, will serve not
only to avert the brain fag of ** the tired
business man.” but provide as well a
convenient excuse for not saying that
the piot isn't worth the telllng and then
using several hundred words in the at-
tempt to tell it. For, says this admir-
ably i{lluminative document:

The story ~f the opera ls founded on the
adventures of Princess Jeanne, daughter
of King Rene of Naples, who reigned in
Fifteenth Century. Time has been changed
to the present. and the locale to the anclent
city of Bruges, to which the little Prin-
regs i5 carried for esafety in ime o0f war,
and 1s glven the name of

BYLVIA ....37Aliss CHRISTIE MACDONAILD
As 2n nfant she is found in a Tullp
Garden one morning by
DAME PAULA.. . ... e cinceann tecamana
Afiss ETHEL DU FRE HOUSTON
who conducts the Laundry of The White
Geese, and who 1is known as ** Mother

Goose.”’
Sylvia is brought up as tha daughter of

Paula, although the latter has six daugh-
ters of her owh.

 LIZETTE............Mlss NELLIE McCOY

CLAIRETTH.....Miss CECILIA HOFFMAN

L e, R ALLE
_ cesncan- Miss GERTR E
TOINETTE..cc......Miss GENE PELTIER

NANETTE....Miss GRETCHEN HARTMAN
(Known as the White Geese.)
To the L.aund comes

AMIKEIL MIKELO sacene Seovsame e
Mr. TOM McNAUGHTON

who, disgyised as a Monk, left Sylvia
wheh an infant in Dame Paula's care.
Knowing that Sylvia is the Crown FPrin-
cess of the little Kingdom of Zilania, Mikel
iz conspiring to restore her to the throne,
which is about to be offered to

FRANZ, the Heir Presumptive........

_ Ar. THOMAS CONKEY
who, travellng incognito, has fallen In
love with Sylvia, and who finds a rival i
LIEUTENANT KARL.Mr. EDWIN WILSON
a military Lothario, betrothed to Sylvia.
Mikel’'s plans are endangered by the

schemes of
HON. PERCY ALGERNON SLINGSBY..
Mr. LIONEL WALSH

PETRUS VAN TROMP.....ccoousecnes

Mr., FRANK BELCHER
ARISTIDH CANICHE.....cccceencssens

Mr. ROBERT O'CONNOR
who wish to purchase for their own pur-
poses Pritcs Franz's estates in Zilanis,
LIANE, a milliner..... Miss HAZEL KIRKE
has sought temporary employment in the

Laundry of The White Geese, and is mis-
taken by Mikel and Slingshy for the lost
Princess,

From which it be Jetermined easily
enough that the authors have not de-
parted far enough froin the traditions
to be guilty of lese majesté or any
other treasonable offense against the
soelety of stereotypers, limited, ol
whose product the present 1S a reason-
ably fair sample. Having determined
which it is time to emphasize the fact
that DMr. Victor Herbert, as is often
his habit, has provided a very well
written score in which there are many
numbers of excellent quality, several of
them graced with tnose delighiful
touches of unexpectedness which (if the
bull be excused) one has come to ex-
pect of him, and at least one 2onsg,
““ Gweethearts,” which is destined to
become a best seller at the music coun-
ters. By no means the pest numbér in
{ne plece, this one, by reason of its
rhythmic quality and ilowing melody,
promises 1o impress jitself on many ears
for which such notable numbers as
‘“ Angelus ”’ and °* Cricket on the
Heaith ™™ will prove clusive. 1t was
Misg Christie Macdonald, quite as dainty
and alluring as usual, who sang the
first, and it was sbe again who carried
one part of each of the two duos in
which the well-trained voice of Thomas
Conkey took the other.

Air. Herbert has provided hardly a
number in the piece, however, 1n which
the chorus does not participate, and the
resultant ensembles, with the associa-
tion of fresh. well-trained voices, make
for spirited climaxes all through. In
s gmiles,”” for instance, sups very mnice-
ly by Miss Hazel Kirke, (no, not the
original Madison Square heroine, as her
vouth will testify;) in ‘‘ Mother Goose,”
a new reading of the old raymes, and
in a splendid finale to the first act
these choristers do helpful work with
ithe backing of the men down below en-
gaged in handling AT, Herbert’'s very
agreeable orchestrations. And when
voices are stilled there is the click-
clack of wooden shoes to keep the
rhyihm going.

By way of change the second act
opens with a male chorus, and the men
do sood service in ‘‘ Pretty as a Pict-
ure,”” of which the solo part is effect-
fvely handled by Frank Belcher, Then
there iIs a * by-intentions comic’ song,
1 Don't Know How to Do It,” which
is net extravagantly funny, somehow—
maybe, because Lionel Walsh is so
amazingly clever in his_ fatuous ass
specialty that it seems unkind to laugh
at him. His s a really fine bit of
humorous impersonation, however, pro-
viding some share of laughs where they
are rather badly needed, since the au-
thors themselves have done little toevoke
them. Tom McNaughton, too, is funny
after his fashion, which is not exactly
subtle, and which concerns itself with
such playful antics as a masguerade In
cap and apron the while he attempts to
do a bit of ironing after the manner in
whieh the mere male is supposed to
do things generally pre-empted as wo-
men's occupations. A good number,
““ Game of Love,” is well sung by Hd-
win Wilson, assisted by half a dozen
attractive girls.

On the whole, * Sweethearts.”” though
not the liveliest entertainment imasin-
able, has its sood pointe and will pro-
vide an evening's diversion with pleas-
ant music, pretty girls, charming cos-
tumes, and nice color.
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